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artin is inviting the Gateway Steiner’s to an open house with lots of stein talk and a stein 
sale. He has promised new steins for sale and new lower prices. There will be munchies 

and drinks but no meal will be served.  
 
  Martin has indicated that members who can not attend then should contact him to set up a time 
to see the sale steins. His phone number is: (314)849-0462. 
 
  This joint event will also serve as the spring meeting of the club. At 3:30 pm there will be a 
Gateway Steiner’s meeting to discus the possibility of the Gateway Steiner’s hosting a mini 
convention. This is an important meeting so try to be there for it.  
 
At 4:00 p.m., following the business meeting, Dave Ferguson will be presenting an interesting 

talk titled: "IT’S ALL JUST CLAY." Dave has been doing a study of ceramics in order to get a 
better understanding of the terms and materials that go into the making of the steins we collect. 
What makes it pottery, stoneware or porcelain and the different types of porcelain? He will be 
sharing what he has learned about this fascinating topic with us. This will definitely generate 
some discussion and will certainly be a topic of interest to all in attendance.   
 
So there you have it! Pick up some new treasures from Martin’s sale and then wrap up the 

afternoon by taking home some new-found knowledge about “clays.” ����  
 

The gates will be open, so drive on in and join in on the fun!      
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FEBRUARY DINNER MEETING HELD AT PIETRO’S 
 

ur Steiners annual dinner meeting took place at Pietro’s restaurant on Saturday, February 6th with 23 
members and guests in attendance. After some time socializing and enjoying an open bar, compliments of 

our club, dinners were served. Afterwards, a brief business meeting was held followed by the evening’s 
program. Ron Hartmann’s presentation, “Early Regimentals, the Evolution,” compared examples of early 
regimentals with classic examples at the end of the regimental stein period. A nice surprise was the presentation 
of SCI’s 2009 Newsletter Editor Award to your editor/secretary. While this is a nice personal perk for the editor, 
more important, it gives our St. Louis Gateway Steiners some recognition from other SCI chapters. 
 

  
 

  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

20 YEARS AGO… 
 
Bob Radel came across several pictures from the past and 

thought they might bring out a few smiles. This was taken at 
the Bissell House in March, 1990. Bob is on the left and Martin 
is second from the right, but the others? Bob Radel tells that 
early-on, the Steiners began holding a public show to publicize 
and encourage stein collecting. Initially, this event took place 
up north at the Bissell house on Bellefontaine road, the 
precursor of today’s November stein show and sale. In January 
of 1990 there were 31 members in the club. (Today, our 
membership numbers only twenty-two.)  �  
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A REQUEST FROM TED BALL – Members I would like to know if anyone has any information 
about the Budweiser Wagon Hitch.  I just got this and thought it looked nice. It is made by Metlox in 
California.  It is marked poppytrail on the bottom of the wagon. It only has three brewery listed on the 
wagon. If you can help me out pleases email me at tball9448@hotmail.com .  Thanks Ted �  
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

THOSE RESERVISTS DO HAVE FUN! 
 
  The word “Luftschiff” (air ship) on a reservist’s flask in my collection always puzzled me; was this a 
Luftschiffer flask or not? Finally, I decided to ask Ron Heiligenstein about this. Ron confirmed that since the 
reservist belonged to the 70th Infantry Regiment (3rd Battalion 8th Rhenish Infantry Regt. No.70) it would not be 
from a Luftschiffer battalion. So, what were these young men doing in an air ship?  
 

     
 

  Ron pointed out the “rolled shoulder straps,” that 
indicated these men were newly discharged. The 
sign on the basket reads Im Luftschiff heim; das ist 
doch fein which translates something like: “In our 
air ship (going) home; yet (things) are fine.” Ah, so 
this depicts a jolly group of newly discharged 
reservists riding home in an air ship (not unlike the 
familiar riding an artillery shell home motif). One 
fellow dumps his glass of beer while another throws 
the empty keg overboard. A third cheers those 
watching but the fourth reservist obviously had too 
much beer; he is upside down with his feet up in the 
air! As I said, those reservists do know how to 
celebrate! �   RH 


