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Secretary’s Letter: 

Hello fellow Steiners!  I hope that you are enjoying this hot East coast 

summer and doing many of your favorite summertime activities such as 

barbecues, picnics, water sports and of course drink lots of beer!!  We 

had a great meeting at the Teutonia Maennerchor club on the Saturday 

after Easter- April 10
th

.  We all gathered at around noon and luckily the 

weather was good for those who had traveled.  We had lunch and 

socialized with our usual stein sales.  Turnout was good but we are 

trying to increase interest and our membership, so please tell any of 

your friends or relatives of any age about us, who you think would have 

an interest in joining and those who love steins.  It is a great group and 

a lot of fun.  I find that, even though the Pittsburgh Stein Society are 

fundamentally a stein collecting society; there is so much more than that 

that we have to offer.  We enjoy good fellowship, good ethnic German 

food, picnics and other gatherings and even travel if you are lucky 

enough to be able to attend the National Convention.  This meeting will 

be even more exciting because one of our members is going to host the 

event!  At our last meeting Hal Platt and Jim Bee gave a fantastic 

presentation on The Benevolent Protective Order of the Elk beer steins.  

You could tell by their passion and knowledge of this subject and about 

those steins that they really are proud Elk Club members.  Afterwards, 

we socialized some more and talked steins and had a few draft beers.  

All in all it was a great day.  I encourage one and all to attend our next 

meeting on July 24
th

.  Master Steinologist Ron Fox will be our guest 

speaker.  He will speak on early stoneware and Mettlach price trends.  I 

am very excited about both topics and can’t wait till the next meeting!  

See you there!!    

 
 
 
 



Hal Platt and Jim Bee gave a very interesting speech on the 
Brotherhood of the Elks and their related steins-Here is a synopsis: 
 
The Brotherhood of the Elk’s is a fraternal order with nearly a million 
members and a 141-year history, a network of more than 2000 lodges in 
communities all over the country, a generous charitable foundation that 
each year gives millions in scholarships, an inspiration to youth, a friend to 
veterans and more.  Established 1868.  To inculcate the principles of 
Charity, Justice, Brotherly Love and Fidelity; to recognize a belief in God; 
to promote the welfare and enhance the happiness of its Members; to 
quicken the spirit of American patriotism; to cultivate good fellowship; to 
perpetuate itself as a fraternal organization, and to provide for its 
government, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks of the United 
States of America will serve the people and communities through 
benevolent programs, demonstrating that Elks Care and Elks Share. The 
Elks National Foundation provides more than $3.64 million in college 
scholarships each year through its three scholarship programs. The 
application process and deadlines vary for each program. All applications 
must go through a local Elks Lodge before reaching the Elks National 
Foundation office. 500 four-year scholarships, ranging from $1,000 per 
year to $15,000 per year, for graduating high school seniors based on 
financial need, leadership and scholarship.  Legacy scholarships are 
merit-based scholarships for children and grandchildren of Elks who are 
members in good standing. The Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks 
welcomes you to the resource center for the Elks National Drug 
Awareness Program - the largest volunteer drug awareness program in 
the United States. We are very proud of our dedicated army of volunteers 
who freely give their time and talents to this most noble cause. The Elks 
Drug Awareness Program distributes literature and organizes events to 
make kids and their parents aware of the dangers posed by alcohol, 
tobacco and illegal drugsThe Elks are committed to eliminating the use 
and abuse of illegal drugs by all members of society and believe that in 
order to ensure a bright future for our country, it is essential that our 
children be raised in a drug-free environment.  Other youth-oriented 
activities sponsored by the Elks include the Soccer Shoot, the Antlers 
program, the yearly Americanism essay contest and more. The National 
Veterans Service Commission has served the interests of America's 
veterans since World War I. Today the Commission operates a range of 
programs designed to improve the quality of life of our veterans as well as 
salute their service to the country. The Elks Veterans Memorial is a tribute 
to the bravery, loyalty and dedication of the thousands of Elks who have 
fought and died for our country. It has been described as one of the most 
magnificent war memorials in the world, but with its monumental 
architecture and priceless art, the Memorial is more a symbol of peace 
and of the patriotism of the members of the Elks fraternity.  
 



This auction is for an unusual Elks Club Fraternal beer stein from Detroit, 
Michigan. It is pottery, 1/2 Liter in size, 4" in diameter and 91/2" tall. The 
designs are in relief. Left panel shows Elks' Temple. Right panel shows 
Elks' Rest. Center has elk head B.P.O.E. over banner with Charity, 
Justice, Brotherly Love, and Fidelity in banner. At bottom is Detroit 
Michigan.  A relief stein has a very nice fraternal organization stein in 
green and cream colors.  The Elk’s Club Beer Stein is marked GERMANY 
on bottom.  The writing says DON'T BUTT IN; I AM A BROTHER OF 
YOURS. The scene is great, an ELK AND A MAN SITTING IN THE forest. 
The scene is 3 dimensional, or BLOWN OUT. Very realistic looking and 
made of Pottery.  Another of the many souvenir and historical steins and 
mugs that were listed up for Ebay auction, was this is: a 4/10 liter in size 
houfBrau Mettlach mug and is so marked on the bottom with the traditional 
marking, incised 1526 and 05 S. It is marked of the body "Souvenir Shore 
Club Clam Bake with a mariner flag and dated August 29th 1907.  
 

 
 
 
Here is a Mettlach stein, in .5L, form number 2936, etched, inlaid lid, and 
mint condition.  It is valued at ($300-400) and is the most well known of 
Elk Steins.  This offering is an Antique by F. Hollender & Co. New York 
Importers of Beer Stein made for the ELKS by Mettlach, Germany. It 
measures 8 3/4 inches high and 5 3/4 inches wide. It features the ELKS 
Stag on the front and the antlers of an elk on the lid. The bottom of the 
pottery stein is marked: Villeroy & Boch Mettlach Made In Germany, with 
beautiful shield thumblift and antlers on the inlaid lid.  Mettlach also makes 
elks Pug (print under glaze) steins and tumblers or beakers.  Among them 
is Mettlach 2217 (PUG) in .4 L.       
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Editors Note:   
 
Our own Pittsburgh Stein Society member, Carolyn Estep as VP of 
membership is promoting SCI’s membership drive.  She is spearheading 
the campaign with prizes to individuals and chapters that bring in the most 
new members.  Let’s help her to support SCI, while increasing our 
membership numbers!!   



Some Info on Ron Fox; Our next guest speaker!! 

Ron started collecting steins in 1971 with contemporary steins.  In 
1973 he started collecting antique steins.  These steins got him 

involved with SCI.  As he did more 
research about steins he became 
more involved with his hobby.  Ron 
was President of the Thirsty Knights 
Chapter in New York.  Ron also was 
the SCI Convention Chairman for the 
1985 New York Convention.  In 2003 
Ron became editor of Prosit for six 

years improving the size and quality 
of the magazine.  He received the 
Master Steinologist Award in 1981.  
In 1999 Ron received the Jack 
Lowenstein Editorôs Award and he 
received it again at last yearôs SCI 
Convention.  Ron is an expert 
speaker on steins and gives 
presentations all over the U.S.  Ron 
started his first auction in 1976 and 
owns Fox Auctions.  Ron travels, 
with Sue, around the U.S. collecting, 

speaking and writing his ñPhotos From The Roadò articles for Prosit 
that we all have enjoyed.   

Ron will talk on early stoneware steins 1550-1780 and stein pricing 
trends over the last 40 years.   

Ron and Sue will be traveling from California to be with us, so yo u 
donôt want to miss this meeting!  Tell your friends and come to enjoy 
the day!!    

Being a student of economics and having an interest in all historical 
market price trends, I canôt wait to hear what Ron has to say.   

 



 

 

 

Bring your steins to the next stein sale and see               Iôm totally serious!  The stein that            

how large and successful we can make it.                         I saw was almost as tall as me!                                         

 

 

 

 

 

Looking at the beautiful Mettlach Protective                      Benevolent Protective Order of          

Order of the Elk steins both etched and PUG.                   the Elk steins and Plaques along                                             

 Also learning a lot more about this great                                 with their rich heritage. 

Organization.    

 

  



 Saturday afternoon spent at the                                      Why not have a Dunkel Bier itôs                    

Maennerchor is time well spent                                          5:00 Oôclock somewhere in the     

                                                                                                               World. 

!                               

 

 

 

                                                                                          

                                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     Jim Bee and Hal Platt gave a fantastic presentation on the Elks Club.    

 

 

 

Mark your calendar for the fall meeting. 

Saturday, October 16, 2010 
 
 


