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From the President’s Desk:  May 4, 2009 



 

 

 
Another stein collecting season is upon us. I look forward to seeing you at our Student Prinz meetings during the coming 
year. I regret that I will not be able to attend the meeting at Max’s, because my son in graduating from college on the same 
day. However, as I said, I look forward to seeing you at subsequent meetings of the coming season. 
 
It has been a pleasure for me to serve you as president of this chapter during the past four years. We have been gifted with 
many good people who all make the continued success of the Student Prinz Chapter possible. 
 
Now my term is coming to a close, and I urge you to think seriously about candidates for the coming terms of president, 
treasurer and secretary. This is most important for the future of the Student Prinz Group and to yourselves as stein collectors. 
Thank you, my friends and fellow stein collectors, for the opportunity to serve you. God bless you all! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rick Grunin 
 
 
 

From the Editor’s desk:  May 4, 2009 
 
Spring has finally arrived, and soon the fields and meadows will be playing host to flea markets and antique shows and new 
opportunities will appear to breathe new life into stein collecting, and the excitement of the eternal hunt will be renewed. 
 
And so a new year in the life of the Student Prinz group is also dawning. Once again, we look forward to our coming 
meetings this year, and hopefully your contributions to our newsletter, “The Optimator”. 
 
This year is especially important to us. This year, in addition to all our meetings there will be an election of officers, to which 
we should be giving some serious thought, and there is the S.C.I. Convention in Las Vegas, which we urge you to attend. 
 
So, the best of luck to each of you in all your beer stein pursuits, and don’t forget that article for “The Optimator”. 
 
Bill Sullivan 
 
 

2009 Las Vegas Convention 
Big Winner for SCIers 
 
The 2009 SCI Convention in Las Vegas, Nevada presents an unlimited program of entertainment and stein collecting 
information. 
 
The Convention opens on October 3 with a two day Stein College for those desirous of learning more about steins and stein 
collecting or sharing their knowledge with others. 
 
Additional highlights of the convention will include a stein auction conducted by The Stein Auction Co., numerous round 
table discussions, and speakers on such subjects as Eric P. Mihan Steins, Card Steins, U.S. Cold War Steins, American 
Souvenir Steins and  Eagles on Steins. 
 
Naturally, there will be a High Tea for the ladies. Other favorites will be the Members’ Auction and the Members’ Sales 
Room. A new feature this year will be a “Stump the Steinologists” session. Let’s see if these guys are really as great as they 
say they are. The convention program also includes two optional tours to Hoover Dam and The Valley of Fire. 
 
Finally there is German Night, the final night of festivities, the crowning event of the Convention highlighted by a sumptuous 
dinner, drink, music and dancing.  Don’t forget your dirndls and lederhosen ! 
 
Don’t miss this event in America’s most exciting city!!! 
 

The Lowenbrau Special Event Steins 
 



 

 

 
The Lowenbrau Brewery of Munich, Germany sponsored many events of general interest to everyone during the early to 
mid-twentieth century. These events took place not only in Munich, but in other cities in Germany and Austria . 
 
The stein in photo number 1 is from the ‘Erste Internationale Jagd – Ausstellung Wien 1910’, The First International Hunting 
Exposition Vienna, Austria 1910. The Lowenbrau Lion trade mark is superimposed on a brief vignette of the Munich skyline 
and the surrounding alps, where one would expect to see an illustration of the City of Vienna, as the event was held in that 
city. The stein bears the stamp of Martin Pauson, Munich on the base and on the tang. 
 
The stein shown in photo number 2 is from the Fleischer-Innung Dresden, Wintervergnugen 1910,  The Butchers’ Guild 
Good Time Day in Dresden 1910. Dresden is the Capitol of Saxony to the east of Munich. This stein also has the Martin 
Pauson marks as mentioned on the previous stein. 
 
Photo number 3 is from the H.M.M. B. A. Tour on May 13, l914, less than three months before the outbreak of World War I. 
The American, German, and Bavarian colors are all profusely shown on the stein in heavy enamel and the famous Lowenbrau 
Keller with the rampant Bavarian or Lowenbrau lions.  As the lions are not crowned one would assume they are the brewery 
lions and not the Bavarian.  After I acquired this piece, I wrote to Lowenbrau asking what the H.M.M.B.A. letters stood for 
but they could not help with any information about the letters or the event.  I always assumed that the letters MBA stood for 
Masters Brewers Association.  Unlike the other two steins described here this stein bears the mark of Reinhold Merkelbach 
and the lid is by L. Mory, Munchen. 
 
The lids on all three of the steins are all the same as shown in photo number 4, impressed with the rampant Lion and the 
words ‘Lowenbrau Munchen’. 
 
If you have any Lowenbrau special event steins in your collection, please let Bill Sullivan know about them. 
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